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In the Matter of: ) 
1 

The John Tierney for Congress Committee ) 
MUR No.: Il;ao 3 

COMPLAINT 

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 437g, and upon information and belief, the Massachusetts 
Republican Party (“MRP”) brings this complaint to the Federal Election Commission (“the 
Commission”) regarding possible violation of Commission regulations at 1 1 C.F.R. 
1 16.2(~)(2), by the John Tierney for Congress Committee (“Tierney for Congress”). 
Based upon publicly available Federal Election Commission reports submitted by Tierney 
for Congress, there is reason to believe that Tierney for Congress has violated 11 C.F.R. 
1 16.2(~)(2) by transferring hnds to’ another committee authorized by the candidate while 
Tiemey for Congress had outstanding debts. 

Statement of Facts 

According’ to Tierney for Congress’s April 15,1996 Quarterly Report of Receipts 
and Disbursements on Schedule B page 1 of 1, Tierney for Congress transferred 
$90,976.63 to the John Tierney for Congress ’96 committee (“Tierney ‘96”). This 
transfer left Tierney for Congress with a balance of cash on hand at $0.00, and a balance . 
of outstanding debts and liabilities at $98,060.3 1. As of the January 3 1, 1998 Year End 
Report of Receipts and Disbursements Tierney for Congress had $0.00 cash on hand, and 
their net contributions and expenditures for this period were each $0.00. However, based 
on the 1998 Year End Report of Receipts and Disbursements Tiemey for Congress still 
retained a balance of $98,060.3 1 for outstanding debts and liabilities. 

, . 

-_ - .-__ Legal Analysis 

There Is Reason To Believe That Tierney For Congress Has Violated 
Commission Regulations By Transferring Funds To Another Committee Of 
The Same Candidate While Leaving Net Debts Outstanding. 
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Commission regulations strictly limit transfers of excess campaign finds 
between authorized committees of the same candidate. Such transfers are 
permissible only if the committee making the transfer has no net debts outstanding 
at the time of the transfer. See 11 C.F.R. 116.2(c)( 1) and (2). 

Based on the Tierney for Congress FEC reports there is reason to believe 
that the transferring committee, Tierney for Congress, had substantial debts at the 
time it transferred campaign funds to the receiving committee, Tierney '96. 
Therefore, based on FEC reports and the information publicly available there is 
reason to believe that this transfer of finds between Tierney for Congress and 
Tierney '96 is unlavdkl under Commission regulations. 
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Conclusion 

Based upon information and belief as delineated above, the MRP requests that the 
Commission find that the John Tierney for Congress Committee and the John Tierney for 
Congress ' 96 committee violated Commission regulations and take appropriate action to 
prevent this on-going violation from continuing. 

Respectfblly ' Submitted, 

&A&$/ 
arc DeCouFcey 

Executive Director 

Sworn and subscribed to in Boston, MA by the said Marc DeCourcey on the 25* day of 
August. 

Notary Public 

MY commission expires m-2 
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